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FLINT CULTURAL CENTER  VISION
The Flint Cultural Center (FCC) is located 
on a 30-acre campus, approximately 
three quarters of a mile east of downtown 
Flint, Michigan.  The campus contains five 
institutions focused on the arts, music, 
science, theater, dance, and history:  
Sloan*Longway (consisting of the Sloan 
Museum, Longway Planetarium and the 
Buick Automotive Gallery and Research 
Center), The Whiting, Flint Youth Theatre, 
Flint Institute of Arts, and Flint Institute of 
Music. The campus is managed by the Flint 
Cultural Center Corporation (FCCC), a non-
profit organization established in 1992. 
The FCCC’s mission is to “foster cultural 
activity and community vitality through 
history, science, and the arts.”  The FCCC’s 
vision for the FCC is as follows:

The Flint Cultural Center campus provides 
area residents with an array of cultural, 
scientific, and artistic experiences, 
and promotes understanding of the 
diverse cultures reflected in the Greater 
Flint community. The Center is a major 
educational resource, and a welcoming and 
inclusive community center.

The Flint Cultural Center is a model for 
how the arts, sciences, and humanities 
can work collectively to create synergy 
among constituent institutions. It acts as 
a community catalyst, working with other 
organizations, individuals, and agencies 
to strengthen local and regional economic 
development, cultural understanding, and 
widespread support for the arts, sciences, 
and humanities.

In 2014, the FCCC initiated an update to 
the 2003 master plan for the FCC campus 
to re-examine the goals of the plan, as well 
as its recommendations, and to address 
several issues and opportunities that had 
emerged:
•  The opportunity to reconsider the use  
   and integration into the campus of the  
   Sarvis Center and Food Services, which  
   the FCCC acquired in 2014
•  The opportunity to imagine how the  
   FCC could be part of a larger urban  
   planning context and development  
   strategy organized around the idea of  
   an arts, culture, and education district  
   encompassing the FCC, Mott Community  
   College (MCC), Flint Community Schools  
   (FCS), University of Michigan-Flint (UM- 
   Flint), and downtown
•  The exploration of reuse options for  
   the vacant properties adjacent to the  
   FCC campus in collaboration with the  
   Flint Community Schools
•  The integration of other physical and 
   programmatic changes that had      
   occurred in an updated and enhanced  
   master plan for the FCC.

This master plan update defines an 
exciting new vision for the Flint Cultural 
Center campus that is guided by the 
FCCC’s mission, and responds to current 
challenges.  The vision is framed around six 
‘Big Ideas’ that together leverage the FCC’s 
unique urban setting and the potential for 
enhanced connections with surrounding 
arts, cultural, and educational institutions. 
Each of the Big Ideas highlights specific 
opportunities, as well as strategies for 
improvements to the campus that will 
help to realize the vision.   The six Big Ideas 
that are the foundation of the plan are as 
follows:
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The FCCC’s mission is to “foster cultural 
activity and community vitality through 
history, science, and the arts.” 

Promote New and Expanded 
Programming:  
The Flint Cultural Center is a destination 
for people with diverse interests who seek 
a range of arts, cultural and educational 
activities. The unique organization of 
the institutions on a compact campus 
creates the opportunity for the FCC to 
be a full-day destination for visitors. An 
array of new and expanded programs 
can encourage more people to visit the 
campus and to stay longer when they 
arrive.

Enhance the Public Realm and Visitor 
Experience: 
Open space on the FCC campus is well 
managed but underutilized. Rethinking 
the active and passive landscapes to 
create a coherent open space environment 
will enhance the visitor experience. 
Green space can also be used to link the 
campus to the surrounding district fabric. 
Clear wayfinding and strong pedestrian 
connections will encourage visitors to 
explore multiple venues and amenities in 
a single trip.

Improve Sense of Arrival and Identity:
While Kearsley Street is a front door to the 
FCC institutions and a central organizing 
element of the campus, 
many visitors to the FCC 
arrive by car via I-475 
using exit 8A to R. T. 
Longway Boulevard and 
Forest Street.  The arrival 
experience from both of these routes 
should contribute to the quality and 
character of the campus, and circulation 
through the campus, between parking 
areas, and general wayfinding are all 
conditions that will be improved.

Connect to Downtown and Colleges and 
Universities:  
The FCC campus is centrally located 
between downtown Flint and UM-Flint 
to the west, and Mott College to the east.  
There has been significant revitalization 
in downtown over the past decade, and 
both UM-Flint and Mott College have 
large student populations that bring 
vitality and activity to their campuses.  

Improving the programmatic relationships 
with these areas, as well as the physical 
and transportation connections, has the 
potential to attract new visitors to the FCC, 
and bring new energy and vitality to the 
campus environment.

Ensure a Safe and Secure Environment:  
Preserving a safe and secure environment 
at the FCC is essential.  Providing visible 
security can mitigate public perceptions 
about the risks of the area and contribute 
to the sense of personal safety.  The 
programming of spaces, design of the 
public realm, and overall goal to activate 
the campus will contribute to the real and 
perceived safety of the FCC.

Create the Flint Arts, Culture, and 
Education District:  
The Flint Cultural Center campus can 
be reimagined as the center of a larger 
Flint Arts, Culture, and Education District 
(ACE District). In addition to the FCC 

institutions, this new ACE District will 
encompass additional institutions that 
are proximate or adjacent to the existing 
FCC grounds including Applewood, Mott 
Community College, UM-Flint, future 
schools on the Central High School and 
Whittier Middle School site, and the 
Whaley House museum.

VISION
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The FCC campus is bordered to the north by Robert 
T. Longway Boulevard, to the south by the former 
Central High School site, Mott Community College, and 
Applewood Estate; to the east by Decker Street; and to 

the west by Crapo Street.  East Kearsley Street divides the north 
and south portions of the campus, and serves as the front door 
and main address for the FCC institutions.  

Flint FCC Institutions

The following is an overview of the institutions that occupy the 
campus.1

Sloan Museum and Longway Planetarium (Sloan*Longway)

Sloan*Longway was created when Longway Planetarium and 
Sloan Museum joined in 2004, and comprises three facilities:  
Sloan Museum, the Buick Automotive Gallery and Research 
Center (the Buick Gallery), and the Robert T. Longway Planetarium 
(Longway Planetarium). Together, Sloan*Longway serves more 
than 65,000 school children annually, and another 40,000 walk-in 
public visitors annually.  

The 58,000 GSF Sloan Museum is located at the heart of the FCC 
campus, at the northwest corner of Durant Plaza and Kearsley 
Street.  Regional history, historic automobiles, and hands-on 
science are major features of the Museum, together with exhibits 
that portray the Flint area’s twentieth-century history. Traveling 
exhibits fill temporary exhibit space  with a variety of educational 
and entertaining displays year-round.   The museum houses the 
following functions:

•  Main exhibit space for permanent exhibits
•  Exhibit space for temporary exhibits and traveling attractions
•  Museum gift shop
•  Outdoor courtyard, which is used for events
•  Classrooms for school groups
•  Administrative offices for Sloan*Longway and museum staff 
•  3D collections storage

The 29,000 GSF Buick Gallery is located on Walnut Street at 
the east edge of the FCC campus.  A renovated dairy building 
from the early nineteen hundreds, the Buick Gallery serves as 
a showroom for historical General Motors automobiles.  The 
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1 The information about each institution is cited from each institution’s website, and from background 
reports provided by the FCCC at the beginning of the planning process. 
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structure also contains a restoration 
facility where visitors are able to observe 
vehicle restoration, as well as two 
floors of collections storage and some 
administrative office space.  The Buick 
Gallery building contains the following 
functions:

•  Automobile showroom and gallery for 
   approximately 25 Buick and other GM 
   vintage automobiles
•  Automobile restoration lab and 
   exhibition
•  3D collections storage and archives
•  Administrative offices for Sloan*Longway 
   and gallery staff

The Longway Planetarium is located 
in the southeast portion of the FCC 
campus, south of Kearsley Street.  The 
24,000 GSF facility was built in 1956 
and contains 136 seats under a 16 meter
dome.  The planetarium’s learning center 
provides opportunities for hands-on 
learning experiences, including science 
demonstrations, astronomy classes, or 
telescope workshops.  Used most often 
by school groups, it is also open to the 
public for featured shows, and is offered 
as rental space for events and meetings.  
Attached to the planetarium in the same 
building are classrooms that are used for 
educational programming for visiting 
school groups.  The planetarium building 

contains the following functions:

•  Planetarium theater
•  Classrooms for visiting school groups 
•  Administrative offices for educational 
   staff 
•  Planetarium store

The Whiting 

The Whiting provides facilities, programs, 
and services to promote and support the 
presentation of the best regional, national, 

and international performing artists. Each 
year, the Whiting presents Broadway, 
music, comedy, theatre, dance, and much 
more throughout its season. The Whiting’s 
theater is home to the Flint Symphony 
Orchestra, Annual Holiday Pops, and many 
other community graduations, recitals, 
and other events.

The Whiting Auditorium is a 2,043-seat 
theater located on the east portion of the 
FCC campus, fronting Durant Plaza.  It was 
originally built in 1967, and renovated in 
1999.
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Flint Institute of Music

The Flint Institute of Music offers a 
wide array of music, dance, and drama 
performance and education opportunities.  
It is home to the Flint Symphony Orchestra 
(FSO), the Flint School of Performing Arts 
(FSPA), and the Flint Youth Theater (FYT).

The FIM building is located in the 
northwest portion of the FCC campus 
at the intersection of Kearsley and 
Crapo Streets.  The building has a formal 
entrance from Kearsley Street, and 
another entrance from the parking area 
on the north side of the building fronting 
Manning Court.  The FIM completed an 
expansion and renovation of its building 
in 2005 to increase its capacity to better 
serve students and patrons. The project 
involved the renovation of the existing 
43,000 GSF facility, and a 23,000 GSF 
addition housing, additional music 
instructional classrooms, student lounge 
space, and new administrative offices.  

Flint Youth Theater

The Flint Youth Theater (FYT) is Flint’s only 
professional theatre company, Michigan’s 
only professional theatre for youth and 
family audiences, and the resident theatre 
company at the Flint FCC.  FYT presents 
award-winning professional theatrical 
productions and offers year-round classes 
for area youth through its drama school.  
FYT is a program of the Flint Institute of 
Music, which is dedicated to changing 
lives through a lifelong continuum of 
music, dance, and theatre.

The FYT building is located in the 
southeast portion of the FCC campus, and 
is attached to Longway Planetarium.  The 
auditorium component was built as part 
of planetarium in 1956, and an addition to 
the building was constructed in 2000.  A 
renovation to the theatre was completed 
in 2012.

Flint Institute of Arts
 
The Flint Institute of Arts (FIA) is the 
second largest art museum in Michigan.  
It is responsible for acquiring, protecting, 
and presenting a collection of art and 
artifacts exceeding 8,000 objects, which 
include European and American paintings 
and sculptures, fifteenth century to the 
present, and decorative and applied 
arts with ethnographic study collections 
dating back five millennia. The mission of 
the FIA is to advance the understanding 
and appreciation of art for all through 
collections, exhibitions, and educational 
programs.

Located within the FIA museum, the 
FIA Art School enrolls more than 1,700 
students annually, and provides formal 
studio instruction in drawing, painting, 
photography, mixed media, printmaking, 
ceramics, glass mosaic, fiber, and metal 
sculpture. 

The FIA museum is also located in the 
heart of the FCC, on the south side 
of Kearsley Street opposite the Sloan 
Museum.   The original building was 
constructed in 1958, and expanded in 
1968 and 1980.  In 2005 and 2006, the 
building was completed renovated and 
expanded in a $20 million two-phased 
project.  Phase 1 involved the renovation 
of the existing 90,000 GSF facility, and the 
construction of an 18,000 GSF addition.  
Phase 2 involved the construction of 
another 19,000 GSF addition.  The current 
facility now contains exhibit halls, a 330 
seat auditorium, collection storage space, 
administrative office space, instructional 
space for the FIA Art School, a museum 
shop, and a café.    

BACKGROUND
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Sarvis Center

The FCCC purchased the Sarvis Center 
from the Flint Community Schools (FCS) 
in September 2013.  FCS used the Sarvis 
Center as a meeting and conference 
facility, and leased the facility to outside 
groups. The Sarvis Center also hosted the 
Pierce/FCC School, a fifth through sixth 
grade satellite program of the Pierce 
Community Elementary School, which 
partnered with FCS and the FCC to offer 
integrated programs in the arts, sciences, 
and history.   

The Sarvis Center is approximately 40,000 
GSF, and is located at the north edge of 
Durant Plaza.  It is currently vacant.

The Food Services Building 

The Food Services Building is a support 
building for the Sarvis Center and is 
located on Walnut Street at the east edge 
of the FCC campus.  The building is used to 
prepare food for delivery to schools in the 
Flint Community Schools district.  

Flint Public Library
 
The scope of services for the master plan 
included consideration of the Flint Public 
Library (FPL) and the vacant Central 
High School and Whittier Middle School 
sites owned by the Flint Community 
Schools (FCS), because of their locations 
immediately adjacent to the campus, 
plans for a potential new school, and 
opportunities for shared programming 
with the FCC.  
 
The FPL was the main public library in the 
City of Flint, and is now the sole library 
after other branches were closed over 
the past few years due to budget cuts.  
The library has an extensive reference 
department, research collections, local 
history and genealogy collections, and 
a 50,000-volume children’s library.  It is 
an important resource that serves as a 
community gathering place, and hosts 
lectures, concerts, author visits, and other 
community events.  The mission of the FPL 
is to provide access for all to collections, 
community, experiences, experts, ideas, 
and information.

The library building is located in the 
southwest portion of the FCC campus, at 
the corner of Kearsley and Crapo Streets.  
The library was built in the 1950s.  The 
lower level of the building contains former 

archive and staff space that could be 
repurposed.  

The Flint Community Schools own several 
buildings close to the FCC campus.  These 
include the Administration Building at the 
northwest intersection of Kearsley and 
Crapo Streets, and the Central High School 
and Whittier Middle School buildings on 
Crapo Street, south of the library.  The 
FCS continues to use the Administration 
Building for administrative purposes 
while the high school and middle school 
buildings are vacant. Additionally,  
the Walker Building adjacent to the 
Administration Building is currently owned 
and occupied by an architecture firm.

Partner Institutions

Several institutions near the FCC campus 
were considered in the planning process, 
including Applewood Estate, Mott 
Community College, and the UM- Flint.  
The following is an overview of these 
institutions.  

Applewood 

Applewood borders the southeast 
portion of the FCC campus, next to the 
FYT and Longway Planetarium.  Listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places, 
Applewood is the historic estate of the 
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BACKGROUND

Charles Stewart Mott Family.  Applewood 
is owned and operated by the Ruth Mott 
Foundation, whose mission is to advocate, 
stimulate, and support community 
vitality.  The main residence and grounds 
encompass approximately 34 acres, which 
include perennial, rose, cut flower, and 
demonstration gardens, and an orchard 
with 29 varieties of heritage apples. A gate 
house, barn, and chicken coop complete 
the estate. 

Mott Community College 

Mott Community College is located south 
of the FCC between Applewood Trail 
and Gilkey Creek and Court Street.  The 
college has an enrollment of over 10,000 
full- and part-time students.  Its mission is 
“to provide high quality, accessible, and 
affordable educational opportunities and 
services that cultivate student success 
and individual development and improve 
the overall quality of life in a multicultural 
community.”  The college has some shared 
programming with the FCC institutions.

The Central High School site and 
Applewood estate occupy most of the 
area between the FCC campus and the 
college, but the two institutions do share 
a boundary by the Longway Planetarium.  
A parking garage connects the two 
campuses at this location, but access to 
the garage from the FCC is closed because 
of a maintenance issue.

University of Michigan-Flint  

The University of Michigan-Flint (UM-Flint) 
is located approximately a half mile west 
of the FCC between downtown Flint and 
I-475.  The university has an enrollment 
of over 8,500 full- and part-time students.  
The university states its mission as follows:

The University of Michigan-Flint is a 
comprehensive urban university of 
diverse learners and scholars committed 
to advancing our local and global 

communities. In the University of Michigan 
tradition, we value excellence in teaching, 
learning, and scholarship; student 
centeredness; and engaged citizenship. 
Through personal attention and dedicated 
faculty and staff, our students become 
leaders and best in their fields, professions, 
and communities.

UM-Flint also has some shared 
programming with the FCC institutions.  
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Previous Master Plan

The Flint Cultural Center Corporation 
directed a master planning effort for 
the FCC campus in 2001 as part of a 
broader strategic planning process.  The 
master plan was completed in 2003, and 
documented the need for additional space 
and site improvements for the various 
FCC institutions.  It also established a 
framework for a more cohesive campus. 
The goals of the 2003 FCC master plan 
were as follows: 
•  Describe and locate expansion space for 
   individual institutions and campus-wide 
   facilities.
•  Improve the arrival sequence and 
   general vehicular circulation on campus.
•  Create a pedestrian-friendly 
   environment.
•  Analyze and address parking supply and 
   demand issues.
•  Enhance the landscape quality of 
   campus.

Several projects that were described in 
the 2003 FCC master plan have been 
implemented, including the following:   
•  Wayfinding signage has been installed 
•  The Flint Institute of Art,  Flint Institute 
   of Music, and Flint Youth Theater 
   buildings have had significant 
   renovations and additions 
•  Demand for an FCCC office has been 
   met off campus

Key projects identified in the plan but not 
yet realized include the following:
•  Exit signage and a ceremonial     
   entrance from the highway have not  
   been implemented.  Although colorful 
   banners have been added, there is 
   limited wayfinding signage from 
   highways and parking lots, and utility 
   poles continue to dominate the entrance 
   experience. 
•  A traffic and parking management 

   strategy for major events has not been 
   implemented. 
•  Landscape improvements have not 
   occurred that would encourage greater 
   visitor use of campus open spaces. 
•  A new parking ramp has not been built, 
   although it is unclear  there is sufficient 
   demand to justify the expense of a new 
   ramp. 
•  The Sloan Museum has not been 
   renovated or expanded.  
 
Planning Process

The Flint Cultural Center master plan 
update involved three principal tasks:

Task 1:  Stakeholder Interviews and Site 
Analysis 

This task focused on updating site 
information, and meeting with the FCC 
institutions to understand their goals, 
general expansion plans, programmatic 
needs, and broader physical planning 
issues.  The issues that surfaced during the 
stakeholder interviews were summarized 
into several key themes that served to 
frame the overall master plan update and 
subsequent phases of work. 

The consultant team also performed 
a comprehensive analysis of campus 
conditions as part of this task.  The analysis 
examined program, open space structure, 
circulation systems (vehicular, pedestrian, 
bicycle, transit, and parking), safety 
and security, and the integration of the 
campus within the broader urban setting.

Task 2:  Master Plan Alternatives

In the master plan alternatives task, the 
consultant team explored comprehensive 
options to address the programmatic and 
physical planning issues identified in Task 
1.  Options for the reuse or replacement of 

the Sarvis Center and Food Services Center 
were key drivers of this phase of work.   

Task 3:  Recommended Master Plan and 
Implementation Strategy

After reviewing the alternatives with FCCC 
leadership, the consultant team created 
an updated master plan for the FCC 
campus.  The final master plan, which is 
documented in this report, contains the 
following:
•  A comprehensive strategy to create an 
   integrated arts, culture, and education 
   district with surrounding institutions
•  An overall open space structure that 
   highlights key improvements to the 
   campus
•  Recommendations for the replacement 
   of the Sarvis Center and Food Services 
   Building and the integration of their sites 
   into the campus structure
•  Recommendations for improvements to 
   the vehicular, pedestrian, bicycle, transit, 
   and parking systems serving the campus
•  Proposals to enhance campus safety and 
   security

The master plan strategies and 
recommendations and embedded within 
six ‘Big Ideas’, described in detail in this 
document, that together define a vision 
for the future of the FCC campus.  
   
Stakeholder Engagement

Preparation of the master plan involved 
a comprehensive engagement process 
with all the FCC institutions, the Flint 
Community Schools, the Flint Public 
Library, and other key stakeholders.  
The process included an initial round of 
stakeholder interviews in February, 2014, 
internet meetings in May and July with 
the Master Plan Committee and other 
stakeholders to review the analysis and 
alternatives, and a work session in August 

PLANNING HISTORY AND PROCESS
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Looking for ways to rethink/
jump-start/catalyze 
partnerships.

Acquiring the Sarvis building 
creates the opportunity to 
reconsider the entrance to 
the FCC.

The grounds look beautiful, 
but Kearsley Street feels less 
active than it ought. There’s 
no sign of the 300+ people in 
the buildings. 

Potential goals of the plan 
include improving connections 
to downtown, identifying the 
best vehicular access routes, 
and improving functionality of 
Durant Plaza. Kearsley should be the 

front door from downtown 
and campus should link to 
universities. 

 What is the capacity of the 
FCC to have a positive impact?

The Sarvis Center was the 
historic meeting place for 
the city.

Buick Gallery has extensive 
archives with limited display 
space.

Create more walkable 
green space along Kearsley 
Street and active uses like a 
restaurant or cafe.

WE HEARD....

to review the draft plan with the Mott 
Foundation.  Participants in the process 
included the following:
   
FCC Institutions 

•  Flint Institute of Arts 
•  Flint Institute of Music (including Flint 
   School of Performing Arts and Flint Youth 
   Symphony) 
•  Flint Youth Theater
•  Sloan*Longway Museum (including the 
   Sloan Museum, Buick Automotive Gallery 
   and Research Center, and Longway 
   Planetarium)
•  The Whiting 

Other Institutional Stakeholders

•  Applewood
•  City of Flint Planning Department                    
•  C.S.Mott Foundation
•  Flint Community Schools 
•  Flint Public Library
•  Mott Community College 
•  University of Michigan-Flint
•  Whaley Historic House 

Planning Issues

The issues highlighted during the initial 
stakeholder interviews were synthesized 
into six key themes or ‘Big Ideas’ as the 
basis for planning.  A summary of the 
issues is the appendix to this report.  The 
six Big Ideas for the FCC campus are as 
follows:

•  Create the Flint Arts, Culture, and 
   Education District

•  Promote new and expanded 
   programming
•  Enhance the public realm and visitor 
   experience
•  Improve sense of arrival and identity
•  Connect to downtown and colleges and 
   universities
•  Ensure a safe and secure environment

 

PLANNING HISTORY AND PROCESS
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1. Flint Institute of Music
2. Sloan Museum
3. Whiting Theater
4. Flint Public Library
5. Flint Institute of Art
6. Flint Youth Theater
7. Longway Planetarium
8. Great Lawn
9. The Sunken Theater
10. Durant Plaza
11.  Art & Science Park
12. Applewood Estates
13. Future School Campus
14. Mott College
15. University of Michigan-Flint
16. Downtown Farmer’s Market
17. Whaley House Museum
18. Gateway Park West
19. Gateway Park East

The master plan for the Flint Cultural 
Center campus establishes a vision for 
the campus that is guided by the FCCC’s 
mission to “foster cultural activity and 
community vitality through history, 
science and the arts,” and responds to 
current challenges.  The vision is framed 
around six ‘Big Ideas’ that together 
leverage the FCC’s unique urban 
setting and the potential for enhanced 
connections with surrounding arts, 
cultural and educational institutions. 
Each of the Big Ideas highlights specific 
opportunities, as well as recommended 
strategies for improvements to the 
campus that will help to realize the vision.   
The six Big Ideas that are the foundation 
of the plan are as follows:

6. Create the Flint Arts, Culture, and 

 

      Education District

1. Promote New and Expanded 

  

      Programming  
2. Enhance the Public Realm and Visitor 

 

      Experience
3. Improve Sense of Arrival and Identity
4. Connect to Downtown and Colleges 

 

      and Universities
5. Ensure a Safe and Secure Environment

The six Big Ideas and related 
recommendations are detailed in the 
balance of this report.

MASTER PLAN
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PROMOTE  

1

NEW & EXPANDED PROGRAMMING

The Flint Cultural Center is a destination for 
people with diverse interests who seek a range 
of arts, cultural and educational activities. 
An array of new and expanded programs can 
encourage more people to visit the campus.
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PROMOTE  
NEW & EXPANDED PROGRAMMING

The Flint Cultural Center is the 
center for arts, science, history, and 
educational institutions within the 
City of Flint and Genesee County. 

It is a destination for people with diverse 
interests who seek a range of arts, cultural, 
and educational activities. The unique 
organization of the institutions on a 
compact campus creates the opportunity 
for the FCC to be a full-day destination for 
visitors. An array of new and expanded 
programs can encourage more people to 
visit the campus and to stay longer when 
they arrive.

Most FCC institutions do not require 
significant additional space to 
accommodate their current programming. 
However, each institution identified 
opportunities to enhance existing 
programming, and to improve current 
facilities and the campus overall.  These 
improvements would also help to activate 
the outdoor and public spaces of the 
campus.

The Sloan Museum and Buick Gallery 
requires more archival space, which ideally 
would be curated to allow for improved 
access to historic resources. The library 
could also consolidate or relocate their 
archives to allow for new use of their 
space. Additionally, the Buick Gallery 
building is not the ideal space for the 
collection it houses - it is too remote from 
the campus core, and requires significant 
maintenance. The gallery would benefit 

from larger space for the collection and a 
more visible location on the campus. 

New uses that could enhance the FCC 
experience include a café or dining facility 
and a mid-size theater space. A café could 
serve college students living in adjacent 
neighborhoods, parents of FIM students 
waiting for their children during lessons 
and rehearsals, and visitors to the Whiting 
or the FYT dining before a show. A study 
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Opportunity: Rethinking the 
Sarvis Center

The acquisition of the Sarvis Center and 
the Food Services Building creates the 
opportunity to rethink the potential use of 
these buildings and their function on the 
FCC campus. The Sarvis Center occupies a 
key site at the main entry to the campus 
from R.T. Longway Boulevard and faces 
Durant Plaza. 

Early in the planning process, an initial 
study looked at the potential to reuse 
the Sarvis Center as programming space 
for the Buick Gallery, or as a black box 
theater to complement programming
at the adjacent Whiting Auditorium. 

While either reuse option would satisfy 
important program needs, there are 
several considerations that present 

challenges for the reuse of the Sarvis 
Center.   Loading docks on the north side 
of the building face the main entrance to 
the campus from R.T. Longway Boulevard, 
detracting from the campus arrival 
experience.  On the south side of the 
building, the opaque building façade does 
not address Durant Plaza well.  The reuse 
of the building would require extensive 
renovations to create more open, 
transparent facades facing Durant Plaza 

Reconfiguring the north and south facades of the Sarvis Center could provide new entries to the building and to the 
campus as a whole. 

Early studies looked at the potential of relocating the Buick Gallery into the Sarvis Center.

of potential locations for a new café 
suggests this program can be integrated 
into the renovation of the Sloan Museum 
along Kearsley Street. This location further 
activates Kearsley Street and facilitates 
cross-pollination with other uses on the 
campus. A mid-size theater space, varying 
in size from 600 to 1200 seats, would be 
useful for both the FSPA and the Whiting 
as an amenity either on campus or nearby 
in downtown Flint.
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Demolish existing Food 
Services and Buick 
Gallery buildings.

Relocate Buick Gallery and 
archive to Sarvis Center.

Benefit of Black Box Theater Option:
Directly adjacent to Whiting, meeting its need for a 
theater without requiring new construction to Whiting 
building or an entirely new building.
Would not require entire floor, so could co-locate with 
another use.

Challenges:
Need to confirm height requirements for theater space 
and available height within Sarvis.

and R.T. Longway Boulevard.  In addition, 
a structural study would be required to 
confirm the building could be feasibly 
converted for the proposed uses.  

Given the potential costs of these 
renovations, another option considered 
was to demolish the building altogether 
and integrate the site into an improved 
entrance to the campus from R. T. 
Longway Boulevard to Durant Plaza. 

This scenario would open views into the 
campus towards other FCC institutions 
and the iconic planetarium dome, and 
create new outdoor, programmable space. 

PROMOTE NEW & EXPANDED PROGRAMMING

One possible option was a black box theater which could occupy a portion of the Sarvis Center.
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Exterior facade can be removed 
to open up building to outside.

Ground plane and entry sequence needs to be redesigned to 
create direct connection between building and exterior.

Site becomes main visible 
feature from Longway entry.

Gateway from major 
parking areas.

Extend axis to new gateway park 
and potential structure to redefine 
entry to FCC campus.

Gateway 
Park

Recommendation: Demolish the 
Sarvis Center & Create an Entry 
Park

Given the potential cost to renovate, 
repurpose and maintain the Sarvis 
Center, and the need for better
traffic flow the Master Plan committee
recommended the Sarvis Center
be demolished to create a new  
park as part of an improved entrance
to campus.  
 The new entry park will provide a grand
view of the campus towards the Whiting
Theater, and the iconic Longway 
Planetarium dome. The park itself 
will provide a new, large space
that can be designed for outdoor events 
and programming. 

Recommendation: Demolish the 
Buick Gallery & Food Services 
Buildings

The Buick Gallery building is located 
away from the heart of the FCC campus, 
and current plans propose to relocate 
the gallery to Sloan Museum.  A previous 
study also revealed structural problems 

with the building. The Food Services 
Building is also separated from the campus 
core, and is not well-suited for alternative 
program uses. Given these constraints, the 
Master Plan Committee recommended 
both buildings be demolished once their 
current uses are relocated. The removal of 
these structures will create space that can 
be configured to create additional parking 
and green space.
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PROMOTE NEW & EXPANDED PROGRAMMING
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Opportunity: Sloan Museum 
Expansion

The Sloan Museum is currently 
undergoing a study for internal expansion 
and renovation. This initiative will provide 
the opportunity to relocate the Buick 
Gallery collection to the Sloan Museum 
and create a single destination for the two 
entities. The renovation and expansion 
of the museum should address several 
existing problems that relate to the 
overall FCC campus and visitor experience 
including entry locations, façade 
transparency, and bus and vehicle drop-
off.

Recommendation: New Sloan 
Museum Entry Locations

The Sloan Museum should address 
Kearsley Street, Durant Plaza, and the 
parking area to the north. The current 
configuration with a single entry facing 
Durant Plaza ignores Kearsley Street, 
which is the central link through the 
campus and front door for all FCC 
institutions. The new plan for the museum 
should include an entry directly from 
Kearsley Street while internally the 
museum may have a single ticketing 
location.

Recommendation: Activate the 
Kearsley Street Facade

There is limited space to expand the Sloan 
Museum to the south to improve the 
Kearsley Street elevation of the building.  
If feasible, a new façade could create 
more transparency into the museum.  
Alternatively, the existing façade could 
be transformed into an art wall feature 
along Kearsley Street, with projection 
art installations that change over time, 
or installations that are integrated with 
museum exhibits. 

Recommendation: Bus Drop-off at 
Durant Plaza

Most visitors to the Sloan Museum are 
school groups, so bus drop-off is an 
important operational consideration. The 
master plan proposes a new drop-off area 
for buses along the Durant Plaza side of 
the museum, which separates the drop-off 
from the main parking area, and facilitates 
convenient bus access from R. T. Longway 
Boulevard.   

1. Entry Pavilion Addition
2. Interior Court Addition
3. Kearsley Street Entry & Café
4. Gateway Plaza
5. Facade Improvements / Art Installation
6. Loading Dock
7. Access Road
8. Main Parking Lot
9. Bus Drop-off

1

2

3

4

5

9

8

6

7
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TRANSFORMING A FACADE INTO A CANVAS

Port Authority Bus Terminal, New York City 3D mapping project by Urbanscreen

‘Unidisplay’ by Carsten Nicolai (audiovisual installation) FLUXe LED Screen, Scotiabank, Toronto

INTERACTIVE INSTALLATIONS

Eyewriter
An interactive, digital installation, Eyewriter 
tracks eye movements to project digital 
graffiti onto a building facade. 

Chairwall
Chairwall is an installation at the Oakland 
Museum of California allowing people to create 
space through the use of moveable chairs 
that are stored and displayed on the building 
facade. Public art in East Boston serves a similar 
purpose with colored chairs activating a chain 
link fence.

PROMOTE NEW & EXPANDED PROGRAMMING
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Opportunity: Café & Restaurant

Conversations with FCC stakeholders 
suggest there is a need for a food and 
beverage or café space on the FCC 
campus.  Potential users include  daytime 
visitors to the various FCC institutions, 
parents waiting for students attending 
late afternoon classes at the FIM, patrons 

Orientation and entry of a café to Kearsley Street can 
help redefines the street as the public center of the 
FCC campus and activate the Sloan Museum frontage.

Space adjacent to the museum can be 
transformed into an outdoor café space.

at evening events at the Whiting and FYT, 
and students from Mott College and UM-
Flint. 

Recommendation: Café

A successful cafe or restaurant on the FCC 
campus should be open and accessible to 
all users from all institutions. As the Sloan 
Museum is renovated and expanded, the 
cafe can be integrated into the plans along 
Kearsley Street. This location allows for a 
separate entry to the café directly from the 
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Art and music can play a role in defining the unique character of the café experience.

Starbucks Concept Cafe, Amsterdam

MidAtlantic Restaurant & Tap Room, Philadelphia, PA

Konstfack Cafe, Stockholm

Redbud Cafe, Blanco, TX

Redbud Cafe, Blanco, TX

PROMOTE NEW & EXPANDED PROGRAMMING

Market Viability

A high level study of the FCC 
institutions and the surrounding 
neighborhoods shows that 
a market should exist for a 
successful café and restaurant 
in this location. There is no 
full service restaurant in the 
direct vicinity and yet there are 
potential users at almost all times 
of the day from breakfast until 
post-dinner. 

street, allowing the restaurant to operate 
at different hours than the museum. 

The space for the café should be 
designed to support the surrounding 
FCC institutions, integrating local art, 
music, and other events and displays to 
create a cultural experience and identity.  
Depending on demand, a full restaurant 
with a bar could be considered to support 
both daytime and evening use.

A unique element of the café can also be 
integrating the resources of the entire FCC 
campus institutions with local art, music, 
and other events and displays to create 
a cultural experience and identity for the 
restaurant.



ENHANCE 

2

THE PUBLIC REALM & VISITOR EXPERIENCE

Active and passive landscapes designed to 
create a usable, public open space environment 
around the campus would enhance the visitor 
experience and the sense of a district with 
myriad connections to other cultural and 
educational destinations.
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Millennium Park Ice Rink, Chicago, IL

Marina Bay , Singapore

Marina Bay , SingaporeSilverthorne Ice Castle, Colorado

The outdoor space of the campus should be programmed, 
during warm and cold months. Each institute has elements 
that could become part of activating the outdoors and 
creating a greater community destination.

Open space on the FCC campus 
is well managed but under-
utilized. Rethinking active and 
passive landscapes to create a 

coherent open space environment would 
enhance the visitor experience. While 
preserving the trees in Durant Plaza, the 
ground plane could be redesigned to 
create a more welcoming environment for 
passive recreation, and to,  improve the 
quality of the arrival to the Sloan Museum 
and Whiting. 
 
Enhanced green space can also be used 
to better integrate the campus with the 
surrounding district fabric. Gateway parks 
at each end of Kearsley Street could be 
constructed to bookend the campus. 
With the restoration and daylighting of 

Gilkey Creek at the east edge of campus, 
and Kearsley Park recently renovated, 
improved pathway connections and 
signage can improve linkages between 
the campus and open space areas.  

Clear wayfinding and strong pedestrian 
connections will encourage visitors to 
explore multiple venues and amenities in 
a single trip.
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Opportunity: An Active Public Realm

The existing campus open spaces and streetscapes are well 
maintained and feature a collection of mature trees, but are 
currently underutilized, functioning mainly as visual foreground 
to individual buildings. With the potential addition of a significant 
new open space on the site of the Sarvis Center, the opportunity 
exists to rethink the use of the public realm to create an integrated 
series of active and passive open spaces through the FCC campus.

Recommendation: Unified & Programmed 
Landscape

The FCC landscape should be unique in character, and 
contribute to the distinct identity of the FCC campus.  
The proposed concept for the campus landscape creates  
a series of integrated linear bands of lawn that extend 
parallel to Kearsley Street from the campus core to new 
gateway parks at the east and west edges of the campus.  

Within this basic framework, a range of features will 
be included to activate the landscape and respond to 
individual site conditions, as described below.    

6
11

12

1. Grand Lawn
2. The Sunken Theater
3. Durant Plaza
4. Art & Science Park
5. Art & Science Plaza
6. ACE Path
7. Entry Plazas
8. School Path
9. Mott College Path 
10. Kearsley Street Tree Corridor
11. Library Plaza
12. Gateway Park West
13. Gateway Park East
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Recommendation: Arts, Culture, & 
Education Walk (ACE Path)

The introduction of a special path through 
the campus will further distinguish the 
FCC campus as a unique destination 
within the City of Flint. The proposed Arts, 
Culture, and Education Walk (ACE Path) 
will extend to the west side of I-475 to 
draw people across the highway towards 
the campus core. Within the campus 
boundaries, the path will meander from 
building to building, bringing people 
through landscape and park areas. The 
path will be designed with unique paving 
materials and patterns, and include 
benches, planting, and other features. 
In addition, a series of sculptures, art 
work, and science exhibits along the 
path will feature the work of the various 
FCC institutions. The ACE Path will be an 
iconic feature of the FCC that connects the 
campus from Kearsley Park to downtown 
Flint.

Keyaki Hiroba Plaza (PWP Landscape Architecture) Sony Center (PWP)

Star Path (Pro-Teq)

Floorworks (Agence Ter)
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Recommendation: Entry Plazas

Proposed are a series of plazas along the 
ACE path, leading to the entry of each 
FCC institution. The entry plazas will be 
designed to create distinct addresses for 
each institution along Kearsley Street, and 
reinforce the importance of Kearsley as a 
connected, active space through the heart 
of campus.

Recommendation: Kearsley Street 
Tree Corridor

To enhance the Kearsley Street pedestrian 
realm, a double row of trees is proposed 
along the north side of the street to 
create a canopy over the sideway and a 
continuous corridor along the street edge. 
The tree corridor will contrast with the 
weaving ACE Path.

ENHANCE THE PUBLIC REALM & VISITOR EXPERIENCE

Portland State University (In Situ Architecture)
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The plazas can incorporate planting, landscape, and 
paving systems that tie the plaza design into the overall 
landscape character.

Library Plaza may become a community space along 
the ACE walk that further integrates the FCC into the 
surrounding community and serves as outdoor event 
space for the Library.

Outdoor movies at the FCC on summer evenings can 
provide an event and experience that may bring a new 
group of people to the FCC that may not otherwise visit.

Recommendation: FCC Plazas

Three key plazas are proposed to activate 
the FCC campus, and provide spaces for 
gathering and active use.  

Durant Plaza is the central plaza and heart 
of the FCC campus. It will be redesigned to 
accommodate a variety of activities with 
flexible space containing benches, tables, 
furniture, and art.

The Library Plaza can be an event 
space and community gathering space 
anchoring the west end of the campus. 
With close proximity to the residential 
community and potential new school, 
this space can serve library uses as well as 
general events.

Nicholson Street Mall, Australia
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“Emergence” by Craig Walsh, Sydney

Midtown Greenacre Park, New York City

St. Tropaz, France

“Emergence” by Craig Walsh, Sydney

A Park for People

Durant Plaza is the central public space of the FCC campus and should remain the heart of the district. Starting from the 
high quality space created by the existing trees, the park can be rethought to better serve as a destination and gathering 
space for people. Art exhibits, performances, and events can take place in the space while tables, benches, and other 
elements can create more usable space for people.

Benches, tables, and site furniture can be part of the art 
of the FCC. Unique designs can highlight local artists and 
craftspeople. 

A third plaza is the Art and Science Plaza 
south of Durant Plaza. This space will be 
designed as another, flexible space that 
can be programmed for outdoor events 
such as parties, receptions, exhibits, and 
other uses.
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Recommendation: The Grand 
Lawn

The removal of the Sarvis Center facilitates 
the creation of a Grand Lawn leading from 
R.T. Longway Boulevard to Durant Plaza. As 
the topography in this area of the campus 
forms a gently rising slope from the entry 
to the plaza, the lawn will provide a vista 
towards Whiting Theater and the Longway 
Planetarium Dome, and serve as a large 
public space for special events such as 
concerts, summer movies, and possibly 
an ice rink. Simple yet bold, the slope and 
openness of the space will reinforce the 
natural contours of the FCC landscape.
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Recommendation: The Outdoor 
Event Space

Within the Grand Lawn a new outdoor 
event space and small amphitheater will 
be created within the footprint of the 
Sarvis Center building. Rather than fill 
the site when the building is demolished, 
the plan proposes to create a terraced 
space that forms a semi-enclosed outdoor 
room that can be used for performances, 
exhibits, and other events.

ENHANCE THE PUBLIC REALM & VISITOR EXPERIENCE

The sloping and stepped landscapes at the Laban 
Dance Centre in London provide create a simple 
yet elegant series of spaces. Similar design can be 
implemented in the Sunken Room.
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IMPROVE 

3

SENSE OF ARRIVAL & IDENTITY

People visit from many different areas 
throughout the region and it is important for 
the Flint Cultural Center campus to have an 
identity that people know and recognize.
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The majority of visitors arrive by car using 
I-475 and R.T.. Longway Boulevard. 

Pedestrians and bicyclists use Kearsley 
Street from downtown to arrive at 
campus.

While navigation to the FCC 
campus should be intuitive, 
and the overall arrival 
experience should contribute 

to the quality and character of the campus, 
a number of stakeholders identified the 
current arrival experience as an issue.  

Kearsley Street is the formal address of the 
FCC institutions and a central organizing 
element of the campus; however, most 
visitors arrive by car via I-475, R. T. 
Longway Boulevard and Forest Street, a 

route that leads to large surface parking 
lots located to the rear of the buildings.  
With the exception of the FIM, all of the 
institutions front  Kearsley Street, so the 
sense of arrival from the parking areas is 
poor.  

The Kearsley Street arrival to the 
campus could also be improved.  West 
of the campus boundaries, there are few 
indications of the FCC in the streetscape 
design, other than the new musical 
sculpture railing along the I-475 bridge. 

Strong wayfinding and visual indications 
of the FCC as a destination would enhance 
the arrival experience.

Circulation through the campus, between 
parking areas, and general wayfinding are 
all conditions that could be improved.

Several strategies are proposed to 
enhancing the quality of the arrival 
experience and improve overall circulation 
through the FCC campus.
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I-475
No indication of FCC from I-475. Kearsley bridge has poten-
tial to become gateway.

-
-
+ +

Cesar Chavez Drive Exit Ramp
Banners highly visible when exiting highway.

Overhead utility lines detract from gateway experience.

Cesar Chavez  Drive
Banners lead visitors to the Longway intersection and 
create an arrival experience.

Recommendation: I-475 Bridge Gateway

The Kearsley Street bridge over I-475 could be transformed to 
display art and gateway signage for the FCC from the highway. 
The design can take many forms, such as digital technology that 
displays featured artists, exhibits, or other FCC event information. 

Recommendation: Campus Gateways

The campus gateways are places that mark transitions between 
the campus and surrounding areas, as well as key entry points. 
Gateway elements could include large signs, sculptures, 
landscape features, or other elements. The gateways at Chavez-
Longway, Kearsley-Chavez, and Kearsley-Longway should be 
vertical elements to maximize visibility from a distance. At the 
Forest Street gateway there is flexibility in form that could be 
incorporated into the overall landscape design.I-475 Gateway Bridge

A series of digital screens can be designed to transform the bridge into a work of art that 
serves as the initial gateway and sign for the FCC as people arrive from I-475 before they 
exit at Cesar Chavez Drive.

EXISTING ARRIVAL SEQUENCE FROM SOUTH

Digital art installations can showcase new artists and musicians.
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- -
-+ +

Cesar Chavez Drive - R.T. Longway Intersection

Banners turn corner to direct visitors to entry.

Potential for a larger, iconic gateway feature at intersection.

R.T. Longway Boulevard
Banners lead visitors to entry and continue the arrival 
experience.

Overhead utility lines detract from gateway experience.

R.T. Longway - Forest Street Intersection 
Final entry point lacks clear signage or gateway element. 
Existing sign is past entry road and not related to institutions.

F
C
C

Cesar Chavez Drive - R.T. Longway Boulevard Gateway
A vertical gateway sculpture or sign at the intersection marks the entry to the FCC area 
from the highway.

R.T. Longway Boulevard - Forest Street Gateway
A structure at Forest Street creates the official gateway to the campus. This gateway can 
be vertical or horizontal and may include a video board to showcase current events.

Individual institutions can display ongoing exhibits.

IMPROVE SENSE OF ARRIVAL & IDENTITY
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EXISTING ARRIVAL SEQUENCE FROM NORTH

I-475 Exit
No indication of FCC from exit ramp.- -

-
-

+

+ +
Cesar Chavez - R.T. Longway Intersection

Banners lead visitors across intersection to entry.

Potential for a larger, iconic gateway feature at intersection.

Cesar Chavez - R.T. Longway Intersection
No indication of FCC campus.

R.T. Longway Boulevard
Banners lead visitors to entry and continue the arrival 
experience.

R.T. Longway Boulevard Bridge 
Banners become visible across bridge as first indication of 
FCC approach.

R.T. Longway - Forest Street Intersection 
Final entry point lacks clear signage or gateway element. Ex-
isting sign is past entry road and not related to institutions.

Cesar Chavez Crive Signage
A large gateway, sculpture, or other monument at the turn from southbound Cesar Chavez Drive to R.T. Longway Boulevard will further enhance the visibility of the FCC and direct 
visitors to the west to the campus.
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Recommendation: Forest Street 
Redesign

Improvements to Forest Street and the 
parking lots on the north side of the 
campus will enhance the visitor arrival 
experience. The plan proposes to redesign 
Forest Street as a pair of one-way streets 
that frame the Grand Lawn and Durant 

Plaza, enhancing this important vehicular 
entrance to the FCC.  Trees will be planted 
along both sides of the road between R. 
T. Longway Boulevard and Durant Plaza 
to create a canopy for visitors entering 
the campus. These improvements will 
create a strong visual experience from the 
Longway Gateway, with views through 

the trees towards the Whiting Auditorium, 
Durant Plaza, and the Longway 
Planetarium Dome.

IMPROVE SENSE OF ARRIVAL & IDENTITY
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Boston Convention Center Marquee

Tower of Light by Mark MererLight Sculpture at UCSF

GATEWAY ART

Sculpture, lighting, and sound can be used to 
create permanent gateway icons at key entry 
points.

DIGITAL SIGNAGE

Digital display boards can allow for changing 
imagery and information advertising special 
events and ongoing exhibits.

THE CAMPUS GATEWAYS
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Tower of Light by Mark Merer

Recommendation: Campus 
Wayfinding and Signage Design

In addition to the proposed gateway 
elements, a coordinated system of 
environmental graphics would improve  
wayfinding and navigation through the 
campus, provide information to visitors, 
and promote the FCC within surrounding 
areas.  Elements of an environmental 
graphics system should include street 
signage, building signage, informational 
kiosks, lighting, banners, gateway signage 
and art, and transit stops.

IMPROVE SENSE OF ARRIVAL & IDENTITY
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Recommendation: Connected 
Street System

An important master plan strategy is 
to improve the campus road system to 
better connect all areas of the campus, 
improve access to the FCC institutions, and 
rationalize parking.  The proposed road 
improvements focus on three key streets:  

Forest Street, Hunt Lane, and Mathews 
Street.  

The changes to Forest Street are described 
above.  The master plan proposes to 
extend Hunt Lane between the FIM 
and Sloan to connect Kearsley Street to 
Mathews Street to the north, and the 
“Library Lane” to the south. The plan also 

proposes to connect Mathews Street east 
to Longway Boulevard in order to link all 
the north parking lots for better traffic 
flow.

These improvements will help visitors 
reach parking areas directly from the 
Kearsley Street, reinforcing the street as 
the front door to the campus.  
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Recommendation: Whiting Valet 
and Drop-off Management

The proposed improvements to the road 
network design and the introduction 
of a new parking area on the site of the 
Food Services Building will help to reduce 
congestion at the Whiting drop-off area.  
It is recommended that the new parking 
area be preserved for valet parking to 
create an easy and direct circulation 
system that limits conflicts between valet 
and general parking. These improvements 
will enhance the overall efficiency of drop-
off and pick-up for Whiting, and reduce 
current vehicle stacking problems. 

Defining routes from the Whiting drop-
off to self-park zones will further reduce 
conflicts.

Recommendation: FPL/FIA-
Central High School Road 
Redesign

The master plan proposes that the 
laneway separating the FPL and the FIA 
from the Central High School site be 
redesigned as a continuous driveway or 
road along the southern boundary of the 
campus.  The current configuration of 
the laneway is awkward and navigation 
routes are unclear.  The proposed redesign 
will create clearly defined travel lanes, 
sidewalks, and street trees, which together 
will define the campus edge and provide 
more convenient access to adjacent 
parking areas. 

The master plan also illustrates how 
the Central High School site could be 
redeveloped with a new middle and high 
school.  The site concept shows a potential 
footprint for a new school building, 
and a parking area for students 
in the south portion of the site along
Crapo Street.  While the redevelopment 
of the site will be led by the FPS system,
the plan illustrates a concept that 
would rationalize access and parking
 for both the school and the 
adjacent FCC campus.

IMPROVE SENSE OF ARRIVAL & IDENTITY

Valet drop-off route
Personal drop-off route
Valet drop-off
Personal drop-off
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2002 Parking Study

The 2002 Master Plan calculated that a 
typical evening with events at the Whiting, 
FIM, and FYT would require 970 parking 
spaces at current capacities or 1075 at 
projected capacities. Without using the CHS 
lot, the campus currently has 1052 spaces.

FIA-74

225

Sloan-144

Whiting-484

FPL-121

FIM-158
FYT/Longway-106

Street Parking-25

3Flint Cultural Center Master PlanSasaki Associates, Inc.• January 2003

Center parking resources cannot accommodate the max-
imum demand.

Maximum Demand = 1,465 spaces
FCC Supply = 690 spaces

Even when neighboring parking resources are included,
the parking supply falls short when measrued against
maximum demand.

Maximum Demand = 1,465 spaces
Total Supply     = 1,375 spaces

This maximum parking demand figure, however, does
not reflect a typical parking demand situation on cam-
pus; it suggests the number of parking spaces necessary
if all institutions were too hold sold-out events at one
time.  To better replicate a true parking demand scenario
on campus, a “typical demand” measurement was estab-
lished.  Typical demand reflects an average evening’s
parking demand when multiple events occur on campus,
but not at all facilities at one time.

Parking Demand/Supply

Parking is a major concern on the Cultural Center
campus.  Convenient spaces are not available for all
institutions and it is difficult to determine which park-
ing lots relate to particular buildings.  Parking areas are
not well defined or well landscaped, and there are few
clear pedestrian connections from parking lots to
buildings.  Furthermore, the placement of lots rein-
forces the separateness of institutions.  

Parking demand exceeds supply when multiple events
are scheduled on campus.  Effective use of shared park-
ing could alleviate this situation, but convenient parking
for all institutions is not possible without expanding
parking supply.

The existing FCC parking supply was inventoried and,
using established parking standards for institutions like
the Cultural Center, the parking supply was measured
against the existing calculated demand.  This calculation
yielded a maximum parking demand, which equals the
total demand for all institutions.  The existing Cultural

Table 1.  Existing Parking 

Parking Supply Spaces Parking Demand Spaces

FCC Supply FCC Demand 
Flint Institute of Art 50 Flint Institute of Art 300
Flint Institute of Music 15 Flint Institute of Music 220  
Flint Youth Theater/Bower/ 110 Flint Youth Theater/Bower/ 250

Longway Planetarium Longway Planetarium

Sloan Museum/Sarvis Center 135 Sloan Museum/Sarvis Center 195  
Whiting Auditorium 350 Whiting Auditorium 500
Street Parallel Parking 30
Total FCC Supply 690 Maximum Demand 1,465

Other Supply  
Central High School 225   
Mott Ramp (top 2 levels only) 325    
Flint Public Library 135
Total Other Supply 685

Total Available 1,375 Typical Evening Demand* 970 
*Assumes events at Bower, FIM and Whiting

Opportunity: Meeting Parking 
Demand

While parking across the FCC campus 
is generally adequate, parking can be a 
challenge on days when events at different 
institutions are scheduled concurrently.  
Improvements that make more efficient 
use of existing lots, the use of overflow 
parking, and overall parking management 
are all strategies that will help to mitigate 
parking problems on those days.    

Recommendation: Parking Lot 
Design 

The master plan proposes several design 
improvements to  improve parking 
efficiency, and enhance the quality 
of the campus environment.  Specific 
recommendations include the following: 

Recommendation: Parking 
Management Study

Parking on the FCC campus will function 
more effectively as an integrated system 
that is managed by a single entity.  To 
implement a campus-wide parking 
system, it is recommended the FCCC 
commission a comprehensive parking 
management study that focuses on shared 
parking strategies, the coordination of 
event schedules, and access to overflow 
parking.  

•  Acquiring the houses on Manning Court 
   to expand the parking lots north of the 
   FIM and Sloan
•  Introducing a new lot on the site of the 
   Food Services Building
•  Creating continuous driving aisles 
   through parking areas to improve 
   connectivity, including the new Hunt 
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Parking Spaces 2014 Existing Proposed

Handicap Standard Total Handicap Standard Overflow Total

Flint Institute of Art 7 67 74 7 77 82

Flint Institute of Music 9 149 158 9 149 158

Flint Youth Theaters/Longway 6 100 106 6 100 106

Sloan Museum 5 139 144 8 196 204

Whiting 20 454 474 20 302 100* 422

Street Parallel Parking 25 25 16 16

Flint Public Library 3 118 121 4 126 130

FCC Total 50 1052 1102 54 1064 1118

Central High School (upper) 225 158

School Administration 110

Mott Garage (upper deck) 160

FCC Overflow Total 1327 428 1546

FIA-74

158

160

110

Sloan-204

Whiting-322 Valet-100

FPL-130

FIM-158
FYT/Longway-106

Street Parking-16

IMPROVE SENSE OF ARRIVAL & IDENTITY

   Lane connection to Kearsley Street and 
   the Library Lane, and the extension of 
   Mathews Street from Crapo Street 
   through to R. T. Longway Boulevard
•  Rationalizing the Whiting lot to simplify 
   circulation
•  Introducing the new Library Lane 
   between the FPL and FIA, and the 
   Central High School site to facilitate the 
   reorganization of parking in this area of 
   the campus, and create overflow access 
   to the Central High School lot
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RETHINKING THE PARKING LOT

CLASSIC CAR DISPLAY

Within all lots, introducing landscape elements that are connected with 
surrounding park space will help to integrate the lots within the campus 
setting as part of a broader system.  Appropriate design elements could 
also be integrated so parking areas can be used for special events or 
temporary exhibits, such as displays of historic cars.
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ENHANCE THE PUBLIC REALM & VISITOR EXPERIENCE

For something that occupies such a vast amount of 
land and is used on a daily basis by so many people, 
the parking lot should receive more attention than it 
has. We need to ask: what can a parking lot be? 
            -Eran Ben-Joseph

RETHINKING THE PARKING LOT

Fiat Lingotto
Typical curbs were replaced by 
trees and landscape to delineate 
spaces within the parking area.

Herman Miller
Parking lot is integrated into a 
larger park space and treated as 
part of the landscape.

from parking lot-TO-PARK
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CONNECT 

4

TO DOWNTOWN AND COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

Improving the programmatic relationships, 
as well as the physical and transportation 
connections, with downtown and the 
educational institutions has the potential to 
attract new visitors to the Flint Cultural Center, 
and bring new energy and vitality to the 
campus.
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The FCC campus is centrally located 
between downtown Flint and UM-
Flint to the west, and Mott College 
to the east.  There has been 

significant revitalization in the downtown 
over the past decade, with new bars, 
restaurants, loft apartments, a new farmers 
market, and a new facility for the Michigan 
State University Medical School. Both UM-
Flint and Mott College have large student 
populations that bring vitality and activity 
to their campuses.  

The FCC campus, however, does not 
generally experience the same level of 
activity, and could benefit more  from its 
central location among these destinations.  
Improving the programmatic relationships 
with these areas, as well as the physical 
and transportation connections, has the 
potential to attract new visitors to the FCC, 
and bring new energy and vitality to the 
campus environment.

UM-Flint Campus and Downtown Mott College Campus Farmer’s Market
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UM-Flint pilot 
locations

UM-Flint planned  
locations

ACE District possible 
locations

Opportunity: Enhance Bicycle and 
Transit Connections with the FCC

The master plan proposes several 
strategies to enhance bicycle and transit 
connections between the FCC campus, 
downtown Flint, and the adjacent 
educational institutions to take advantage 
of the activity in these places.  

Recommendation: Create New 
Bike Share Kiosks on the FCC 
Campus

The FCC can be a leader in the expansion 
of the bike program by locating kiosks 
on the FCC campus, creating improved 
connectivity with the FCC.  Potential 
locations include the FPL site at the west 
edge of campus and by the FYT in the east 
edge.

Opportunity: UM-Flint Bike Share 
Program

UM-Flint has implemented a new 
bike share program, which improves 
opportunities for students to travel 
among destinations in central Flint.  The 
expansion of the bike share program 
beyond the UM-Flint campus could further 
enhance access to nearby areas, including 
the FCC Campus.   
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Branding
Branding the shuttle can encourage more riders and advertise the FCC. 
Building on the automotive tradition of Flint, one idea is using a historic 
concept bus or a modern concept bus as an iconic shuttle.

Opportunity:  Improve Transit 
Options 

Expanded UM-Flint shuttle service 
through the FCC would provide more 
convenient access to the campus for UM-
Flint students.  In addition, a dedicated 
FCC shuttle between downtown and the 
campus on event nights would support a 
“park once” policy that encourages visitors 
to park at the FCC or downtown and 
use transit to travel between the two for 
events. 

Recommendation: Enhance 
Transit Use

Expanded #14 shuttle service would 
improve access to the FCC campus for 
UM-Flint students. As the downtown 
residential population grows, the #7 line 
could serve additional FCC visitors from 
the area.  

Recommendation: FCC-Downtown Shuttle

It is recommended that FCC partner with downtown establishments to 
implement a dedicated shuttle to better connect downtown restaurants 
and the campus on event nights.  The shuttle service would allow patrons 
to dine downtown before or after an event without moving their cars, 
which would also alleviate congestion around start and end times, and 
create a greater range of parking options between downtown and the FCC 
campus.

CONNECT TO DOWNTOWN AND COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES
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I-475 is a mental and physical barrier to 
pedestrian connectivity between downtown 
and the campus. The Kearsley Street bridge 
can be used to overcome this barrier if 
designed to optimize pedestrian use.

From UM-Flint to the Library is a 5-7 minute 
walk that feels even longer  because there are 
no active uses along the street. This distance 
needs to be shortened through design elements 
to encourage people to walk.

The steep topography limits potential 
connections from FCC to Mott College  and 
Applewood.

Opportunity: Overcome 
Pedestrian Barriers

The walk from the west edge of the FCC 
campus to the east edge of the UM-Flint 
campus and downtown Flint is less than 
a half mile, but is somewhat uninviting.  
Despite renovations to the Kearsley 
Street Bridge that have added decorative 
handrails, the pedestrian experience 
over I-475 would benefit from further 
improvements.  In addition, there is not a 
strong sense of arrival on the east side of 
the bridge that would draw pedestrians 
towards the FCC.
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Use landscape or art installation as a buffer between 
pedestrian zone and vehicle zone.Screen I-475 from pedestrian experience.

Main Street Bridge, Columbus, OH BP Bridge - Millennium Park, ChicagoBoieldiey Bridge, Rouen: Art installation by Arne Quinze

Recommendation: Transform 
I-475 Bridge Experience

The master plan proposes to improve 
the  I-475 bridge to create an inviting, 
engaging, and safe experience for 
pedestrians and bicycles. Screening 

pedestrian sidewalks from the highway 
would create visual interest along the 
bridge and reduce noise from the cars 
below.  With art installations, an enhanced 
public realm, and event programming, 

the bridge could b come a unique place 
on the route between downtown and the 
FCC.  
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Opportunity: Connections to 
Educational Institutions

Improvements to the Kearsley Street 
pedestrian route will enhance connections 
between the FCC and UM-Flint.  
Connections with Mott College and a 
future high school that may be developed 
on the Central High School site could also 
be reinforced to encourage student and 
staff visits.  

Recommendation: ACE Path 
Extensions

With the implementation of the ACE Path 
and Gateway Plazas, additional paths 
can be extended to Mott College and a 
future high school on the Central High 
school site, reinforcing connections with 
these institutions by placing them on the 
unifying path through the campus.

The path to the new school path can also 
connect to the Flint Public Library as a new 
school is likely to use the library as a key 
resource.

The most direct connection to Mott 
College is through the existing Mott 
parking garage, which also contains 
stairways to mitigate a significant grade 
change. A well-defined pedestrian route 
through the garage could encourage more 
people to visit the FCC.

Recommendation: FCC Gateway 
Parks

While the Kearsley Street bridge and 
highway I-475 are psychological barriers 
between the FCC campus and downtown, 
the perceived distance between these 
destinations is also an issue. The master 
plan proposes to create a new park on 
the east side of the bridge to add further 
interest along the route and encourage 
pedestrian activity.  The park could be an 
amenity for the broader community, and 
include elements such as art, music, or an 
iconic gateway feature to draw people to 
the FCC campus.

A similar gateway park feature at the 
intersection of Kearsley Street and R. 
T. Longway Boulevard would further 
reinforce Kearsley as the main pedestrian 
spine through the FCC.  
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Recommendation:  Support Efforts 
to Redevelop the Central High School 
Site 

The future of the vacant Central High School 
and Whittier Middle School site has not been 
determined, but there is potential it will be 
redeveloped with a new high school. A school 
would contribute to the overall vision for the 
ACE district, and would benefit from access to 
the FPL and FCC institutions.  

Reuse or redevelopment of the school site 
should take into consideration several factors.  

While the existing school buildings have some 
character, they require major renovations 
and are not well-suited for current teaching 
and learning methods.  Redeveloping the site 
with a new school building that meets current 
standards may be a more effective strategy, and 
could facilitate the more efficient organization 
of site elements, and an improved relationship 
with the library and FCC campus.  

The master plan illustrates a potential site plan 
for accommodating a school with 1,600-1,800 
students. The plan places the school building at 
the northwest corner of the site where it is close 
to the  library in order to facilitate connections 
between the two institutions. The plan also 
places sports fields in the lower portion of 
the site at the base of the hill, and preserves 
the historic boiler building, which could be 
repurposed for another use.  

The lane between the school and the FCC would 
improve the overall efficiency of parking in this 
area of the campus, and facilitate the shared 
use of parking for special events at either the 
school or FCC.  

Bus bays and pick-up and drop-off areas are 
located in the plan along Crapo Street.
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ENSURE 

5

A SAFE & SECURE ENVIRONMENT

It is critical to create a safe and secure 
environment at the Flint Cultural Center. 
Additional people on campus and more activity 
will bring more eyes on the street. The idea that 
there is safety in numbers will encourage more 
and more people to come to the campus. 
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A safe and secure environment at 
the FCC is essential. Providing 
visible security can mitigate 
public views of perceived risks 

and contribute to the overall safety of the 
campus.  The proposed programming of 
spaces, design of the public realm, and 
overall goal to activate public spaces will 
contribute to the real and perceived safety 
of the FCC campus. 

The master plan conceives to attract 
more people to the campus, create more 
activity, and improve the transparency 
of some building facades will bring more 
eyes on the street. Previous studies of 
crime and security have shown that the 
risks of crime on campus are minimal, but 
the perception of crime across the city is 
a real issue. A priority of the FCC should 
be implementing the FCC comprehensive 
security plan. 

Operating security as a campus-wide 
system can increase its effectiveness and 
reduce overall costs as current plans at the 
institution level overlap in some areas or 
do not cover all parts of the campus. 

There is further potential for a broader 
security effort that engages UM-Flint, Mott 
College, and downtown Flint.
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5.3 Site Report Map 
 
The color‐coded Site Report Map depicts the crime risk surrounding your location.  This map 
shows how the composite CRIMECAST scores are computed for your site.  The Site Report Map 
shows CAP Index Scores in comparison to the national average for the current time period. The 
CRIMECAST radius threshold analysis involves the creation of two circles around your site: 
 

• The first circle at a maximum radius of 2 miles or a population threshold of 100,000 
people. 

 
• The second circle at a maximum radius of 6 miles or a population threshold of 400,000 

people.  
 
Both circles are shown on the Site Report Map, along with the CAP Index Score for each census 
tract that falls within these circles. 
 
As you can see from the map, the FCC location and immediate surrounding area is not 
particularly concerning (0 to 99 ‐ green).  In fact, the FCC local area score is under 100 (Less than 
national average).  The overall score of 313 is influenced by the higher scores (Pink and Red 
areas) to the north and to the west. 
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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The Flint Cultural Center (FCC) has contracted with M. C. Peterson & Associates, LLC (MCP) to 
perform a security survey, risk assessment, and resulting master plan recommendations.  The 
process for data gathering included: 
 

1. Staff interviews 
2. Interview of local law enforcement and security 
3. Physical survey of FCC site 
4. Review of applicable FCC documents 
5. 3rd party crime statistics and predictability data. 

 
This report, and associated master plan recommendations, was developed as the result of analysis 
of all available data from the sources listed above. 
 
The security environment for FCC is very interesting.  Survey data indicates that Flint Cultural 
Center Corporation (FCCC) and the resident FCC institutions clearly appreciate the importance of 
security as it relates to both their individual institutional missions and to the FCC site itself.   The 
data also suggests that the staff of resident institutions generally have a low level of confidence in 
the current state of security at FCC.  This lack of confidence in regards to FCC security is impacted 
by the economic challenges faced by Flint, Michigan.  The fiscal stress experienced in the area has 
contributed to a significant increase in crime, complicated by reduced law enforcement resources 
available to respond to crime.   News media reports continue to contribute to a public perception 
that Flint is a dangerous, high crime area.   
 
Crime predictability statistics for the area indicate that the crime profile for the area in/around Flint 
Cultural Center (FCC) campus is approximately 3.1 times that of the national average; 5.1 times the 
state average; and 4.5 times the county average.  On the surface this data may seem to reinforce 
the perception of FCC being a dangerous destination.  However, to put it in perspective, it is 
important to understand that the profile data is influenced by crime in the areas surrounding FCC.  
Since there are pockets of high‐crime in areas in proximity to FCC, the potential of crime for FCC 
itself is impacted.  In comparison, the crime profiles for downtown Philadelphia, Kansas City, and 
Los Angeles, ranges from 5 to 7 times the national average; significantly higher than that of FCC. 
 
Incident reports from FCC resident institutions and local law enforcement crime data indicate that 
there is actually very little serious crime experienced in and around FCC.  Further, the crime that 
has been experienced is relatively minor in nature with no significant violent crime reported.  
Currently, there is no statistical data to support the perception that the FCC site itself is a 
dangerous place.   
 
FCCC and the resident institutions of the FCC understand the adverse impact this false perception 
can have on both their individual operations and the reputation of FCC as a cultural destination.  
The public perception of FCC being located in a high crime area may adversely affect the level of 
visitors to FCC; especially from those outside of the Flint metropolitan area.  Beyond the realities of 
crime in/around FCC, the fear of crime and perception of FCC being located in a dangerous place 
can have serious business consequences.   The potential of reduced visitorship, combined with the 
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Security Master Plan
Key Highlights of the Plan:
Currently, there is no statistical data to 
support the perception that the FCC site 
itself is a dangerous place.
The potential of reduced visitorship, 
combined with the challenging economic 
environment, provides justification to 
elevate FCC site security to a mission critical 
endeavor.
Flint Institute of Art (FIA), Flint Institute of 
Music (FIM), and FCCC independently incur 
a significant amount of expense relating to 
providing limited on-site security. Despite 
the deterrent value that these individual 
efforts provide, their overall effectiveness 
is in question. These security activities are 
disjointed and lack consistent coordination 
to maximize any benefit to FCC.

Security Master Plan
Key Recommendations of the Plan:
1. FCCC assumes role of governance and oversight 
for campus security. 
2. Develop FCCC security organizational 
framework and program by hiring experienced 
professional.
3. Deploy security operations with properly 
trained and equipped staff.
4. Consider additional security enhancement 
options including campus-wide video surveillance 
and recording systems. (Many institutions have 
them but they are not coordinated.) 
5. Resolve lighting deficiencies across the FCC 
campus.

Recommendation: Lighting Plan

Lighting is an important part of the 
overall campus security system. The FCC 
security plan identified lighting problems 
in several areas, many of which have 
already been addressed. Going forward, 
a comprehensive lighting plan should be 
studied to ensure proper lighting is placed 
throughout the campus.

Lighting can be integrated as a strong 
design element that responds thematically 
to the arts and culture use of the campus.    
Building lighting, path lighting, parking 
area lighting, and other lighting needs 
should be designed as an integrated 
campus-wide system.  
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Campus Lighting Plan:
Lighting should be looked at as a comprehensive campus design that 
serves to increase a sense of security by properly lighting all areas of the 
campus as well as being part of the branding and identity of the FCC. 
Lighting can include street lighting, pedestrian lighting, building facade 
lighting, and landscape lighting.

Starpath lighting in Cambridge, UKLight Orchestra by Cinimod Studio, Lima, Peru

Grand Park, Los Angeles National Museum of Singapore

ENSURE A SAFE & SECURE ENVIRONMENT
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CREATE  

6

THE FLINT ARTS, CULTURE, & EDUCATION DISTRICT

The Flint Cultural Center campus can be 
reimagined as the center of a larger Flint 
Arts, Culture, and Education District and 
become part of the daily lives of students, 
employees, and residents of the city. 
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THE FLINT ARTS, CULTURE, & EDUCATION DISTRICT

The Flint Cultural Center campus can be reimagined as the center of a larger 
Flint Arts, Culture, and Education District. In addition to the FCC institutions, 
this new ‘ACE’ District encompasses a larger number of institutions that are 
proximate or adjacent to the existing FCC campus including Applewood, 

Mott Community College, the University of Michigan-Flint, a future school on the 
Central High School and Whittier Middle School site, and the Whaley House. This 
strategy allows a rethinking of the campus as a central public destination and 
cultural amenity for all the uses within the larger district. The FCC can become more 
integrated in the daily lives of students, employees, and residents of the district, 
whether they are visiting a member institution or using the outdoor space for leisure 
and recreation.

FLINT FCC

MOTT 
COLLEGE

EAST VILLAGE

FLINT ACE DISTRICT

UNIVERSITY OF 
MICHIGAN - FLINT

DOWNTOWN FLINT
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Opportunity: Coordinate 
Programming

The FCC institutions currently have 
relationships with UM-Flint and 
Mott College that includes shared 
programming, coordinated exhibits 
and shows, and shared faculty. These 
relationships should be encouraged and 
promoted to strengthen connections 
between the FCC and  its neighbors.  
Additional program coordination with the 
schools and downtown Flint can facilitate 
this goal. The FCC can take the lead in 
organizing and hosting events that bring 
area constituents together on the campus, 
also promoting the broader ACE District 
theme .

Opportunity: Marketing and 
Branding

A coordinated marketing strategy for the 
ACE District that includes downtown, 
UM-Flint, Mott College, and the FCC 
would be helpful in branding the area, 
and encourage people to think of the 
ACE District as a single destination. This 
effort should promote  greater movement 
between the institutions and bring  
downtown and the FCC campus together 
as a single trip. 

Opportunity: Share Resources

The resources of the individual institutions 
can be greatly expanded with greater 
coordination among the institutions. 
Opportunities exist for activities to be 
combined or coordinated to improved 
resource efficiency. Shared security across 
the district is an example.
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CREATE THE FLINT ARTS, CULTURE, & EDUCATION DISTRICT

Recommendation: Explore 
Potential to Create the ACE 
District

Success in creating a larger ACE District 
will require leadership by the FCCC and  
the surrounding partner institutions. The 
FCCC can  initiate this effort by reaching 
out to UM-Flint, Mott Community 
College, downtown organizations, and 
neighborhood groups to explore how to 
implement this concept. 

Recommendation: ACE District 
Signage

One of the most visible and easily 
implementable elements of the ACE 
District can be a unified and unique 
signage, wayfinding , and furniture system 
in the public realm. Special street signs, 
information kiosks, lighting, benches, 
and all of the elements of the public 
realm should be designed as a system 
that represents and ties the district 

together. This can be done in a way that 
both unifies the ACE District and also 
allows for the individual institutions to 
retain their identity within the district. A 
comprehensive signage and wayfinding 
plan should be undertaken as a first step 
in making the ACE District a reality.
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IMPLEMENTATION SEQUENCE
The following matrix organizes the master plan recommendations and proposed capital 
projects into logical groupings and a suggested implementation sequence. 
 
The groupings consist of projects that the consultant team recommends occur 
concurrently in order to achieve the maximum impact.  For example, it is recommended 
that the demolition of the Sarvis Center be coupled with the development of the new 
campus entry to ensure there remains a high quality arrival experience to the FCC 
campus.  The proposed project sequence reflects the team’s understanding of priorities 
based on stakeholder goals and input from the Master Plan Committee during the 
planning process, potential impact on the FCC campus from a functional, operational, 
and visitor experience perspective, and according to project dependencies.  For 
example, it is recommended that a parking management study be prepared before 
making significant changes to the campus parking and circulation system to ensure that 
any design strategies that would improve the overall functionality of the parking system 
are identified.
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Priority Recommendation Page Ref. Notes

1 Implement the FCC Comprehensive Security 
Master Plan

59

2 Demolish the Sarvis Center & Create Entry Park 20 It is important that the demolition of Sarvis is coupled with the design 
and building of the park space that will replace it so the FCC is not left 
with a construction site or unfinished area in the footprint of Sarvis. As 
part of that design, Forest Street should be realigned and rebuilt.

  The Grand Lawn 34

  The Outdoor Event Space 35

  Forest Street Redesign 41

  Durant Plaza Redesign 33 The edges of the plaza will be adjusted by Forest Street so it makes 
sense to combine all projects, but the remaining redesign is not critical 
to the Sarvis project.

  Bus Drop-off at Durant Plaza 22 Can be part of Forest Street reconstruction, but also must be 
coordinated with Sloan Museum renovation plans.

3 Parking Management Study 46

  Whiting Drop-off & Valet Management 45

4 Connected Street System 44

  FPL/FIA-Central High School Street Redesign 45

  Parking Lot Design 46

5 Campus Wayfinding & SIgnage Design 43 Gateway is a major part of the overall image and signage for the FCC 
in the region, however, it may need to be undertaken at a different 
timeframe from other wayfinding implementation due to logistics of 
modifying the bridge which is not FCC property.

  Lighting Plan 60

  I-475 Bridge Gateway 38

6 Enhance Transit Use 53 Various transit recommendations presented in the Plan do not need 
to be implemented concurrently, but all should be implemented as 
quickly as is feasible to enhance access and conenctions.  FCC-Downtown Shuttle 53

  Create New Bike Share Kiosks on campus 52

7 Arts, Culture & Education Walk (ACE Path) 30 Elements of the ACE path can be implemented at staggered times 
rather than as a single project. The main walk and entry plazas to the 
institutions should be considered the critical first phase of the path 
with the other elements happening as quickly as possible to further 
enhance the campus

  Entry Plazas 31

  Transform I-475 Bridge Experience 55

  Unified & Programmed Landscape 28

  Kearsley Street Tree Corridor 31

  FCC Plazas 33

  ACE Path Extensions 56

8 FCC Gateway Parks 56

  Campus Gateways 38

Additional Recommendations

Demolish Buick Gallery & Food Services buildings 20 Given the isolated location of these buildings, the timing of demolition 
is not critical to the rest of the campus plan with the exception of the 
additional parking that could be accommodated on the site.

Activate Kearsley Street facade of Sloan Museum 22 Dependant on the timeframe for renovating Sloan, it may or may not 
make sense to invest in a temporary facede improvement such as 
discussed in the Plan.

Café & New Sloan Museum Entry Locations 22/24 Implementation will be part of Sloan renovation

IMPLEMENTATION SEQUENCE
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17. Whaley House Museum
18. Gateway Park West
19. Gateway Park East

FL
IN

T C
UL

TU
RA

L C
EN

TE
R



69

E. Kearsley Street

Matth
ews Street

Manning Court

Ce
sa

r C
ha

ve
z D

riv
e

E. 2nd Street

E. 3rd Street

E. Court S
treet

A.R. Horrigan Drive

Robert T Longway Boulevard

Poplar Street

Roosevelt Avenue

Gilkey Creek

Kearsley Park

Crapo Street

Forest Street

W
alnut Street

W
al

nu
t S

tr
ee

t

W
ill

ow
 S

tr
ee

t
D

ecker Street

Hunt Lane

Forest Street

Avon Street

Thom
son Street

Pierson Street

East Street

2

1

3

6

711

12

13

14

19

10

8

9

5

4



vv

December 2014
Flint Cultural Center Corporation




